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Today we are starting a 5-day journey on forgiveness. If you haven’t joined our YouVersion Bible app group, download the app on your wireless device and “friend” me and then I will invite you to join our group. 

Forgiveness is the cornerstone of salvation and the fundamental component of the Christian faith!  

Jesus says in Mark 11:22-26 “And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God. Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him. Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you. Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. [But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”]”

I have found that when I am walking completely in the Spirit of God and my focus is completely on Jesus, I easily forgive and mercy.  But, when I am wrapped up in my feelings and self-interest, my focus is on me and my feelings.  When I am living in the fleshly state, I am easily offended, defensive, easily angered, and in general, not exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit of God. 

1.  This scripture first tells us to believe that God is going to give you anything that you ask for in prayer.  This is having complete faith in God!  The interesting thing about this is that when we are walking in the spirit of God we, we will know what His good, perfect, and pleasing will is and we would never ask for something that wasn’t godly. 

I find it interesting in this passage on forgiveness, Jesus first says you must have faith that we will receive anything we ask for in prayer.  

It is clear our focus should be on overcoming moral obstacles that prevent the furtherance of His kingdom. The great lesson that Jesus taught here is that no obstacle should stand if the believer has a confident faith in God.

Mathew Henry in his concise commentary says: “Christ taught them from hence to pray in faith. It may be applied to that mighty faith with which all true Christians are endued, and which does wonders in spiritual things. It justifies us, and so removes mountains of guilt, never to rise up in judgment against us. It purifies the heart, and so removes mountains of corruption, and makes them plain before the grace of God. One great errand to the throne of grace is to pray for the pardon of our sins; and care about this ought to be our daily concern.”

Are we carrying mountains of guilt and corruption in our hearts?

Are we unable to forgive some people?

Are you unable to forgive yourself?

If this is true, what does that say about your faith or lack thereof?

2. In the second part of this passage, Jesus says whenever you come before the throne of God (in Faith), don’t hold onto any resentment in your heart, but seek forgiveness and the God of Heaven will forgive you. 

Resentments and unresolved hurt can impact us every day if we allow them to.  It can sour every relationship and every interaction we have with  people.

Part of the devotional on having a “lifestyle of forgiveness” in the YouVersion study says:  

“Every day there a lot of opportunities to be irritated, get mad, get even, or hold a grudge. It’s so easy to get offended, isn’t it? And very often it’s the small things that get to us. The Bible says it’s the little foxes that spoil the vine (Song of Solomon 2:15)… 

We live in a society that is quick to blame, quick to get angry or feel put upon, and quick to vent about things that bug us. But that’s the opposite of the way God wants us to live.”

James says in James 1:19-20 “This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.”

And…

Paul says in Philippians 2:14,15 “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world.”

I have Christian friends that have become estranged with relatives that were once close members of their family.  However, because of hurt, their relationship with God is seriously impacted because they refuse to forgive and hold resentment in their hearts.  

When you harbor much resentment and unresolved conflict in your heart and refusing to forgive, then scripture says God will not forgive you.  We need to escape from the chains that Satan has us bound with and receive freedom in forgiveness.  Oftentimes forgiveness is more to our benefit than the benefit of someone else. 

In Day 2 of our devotional of “having a lifestyle of forgiveness” it quotes Paul’s words to the Church of Corinth in 1 Corinthians 13:5. “Love is not self-seeking’ it is not touchy or fretful resentful]; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong!]” AMPC

The commentator continues with “Wow, is that possible? I think it is! Just imagine, if someone did something that irritated you hurt you, or made you mad – and you just took no notice to it, paid no attention to it!  Wouldn’t it be great when someone was offensive to you (intentionally or not), you just automatically forgave.   That sounds like having the character of Jesus!

Let’s grow our faith that will move mountains and develop a love that easily and automatically forgives all small and large offenses.  Let’s let go of all resentment and the holding of grudges!  Let the Holy Spirit help us put on thick skin that is not easily offended!  When we are easily offended our focus is too much on ourselves and not enough on God.  It is like what John says in 3:30 “He must increase, but I must decrease. [He must grow more prominent; I must grow less so.] AMPC

Closing…
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