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The Book of Amos, 
We are on days 14-19 of our companion study on YouVersion entitled “Amos:  Seek the Lord and Live.” It walks us through chapter 5 of Amos. 

Here are a few of the comments and key verses that were shared this week on this chapter 5: 
· The evidence that we are seeking the Lord is that we seek good not evil. In fact, it is more than our actions; it‚ is that we‚ hate evil‚ and‚ love good (v. 15).
· The Israelites thought that a booming economy and dominant military protect them, but within a generation they were to be invaded by Assyria and destroyed. So, after the three ‚ “Hear this oracles”, we now have two‚ “Woe to you” prophecies in 5:18 and 6:1. In the first Amos attacks the idea that religion can protect them. In the second, he undermines again their confidence in wealth. Both woes end with warnings of exile (5:27)
· For us today, what is religion that the Lord finds acceptable? James 1:26‚ 27 tells us those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
In Ch 4 – a little review from last week about the heart - God’s case against Israel – He is just seeking a family of men and women that will chase after His heart!
God Looks at Our Heart 1 Samuel 16:7 “But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
I think this is such a sobering thing that we deal with a God who is so loving – it’s heart to heart. It’s like being married to the most serious bridegroom in the world. He’s out for our progress and He will not settle for mediocrity or decline.
And what He simply looks for is a broken heart, a contrite heart, a humble heart, and a genuine heart – that’s who He loves and lives in.
But we see the opposite of this type of heart with the Israelites as we read in verses 4 and 5. We see God’s hurt and betrayal and His anger with His family. So much so, He even resorts to sarcasm:
“Enter Bethel and transgress, In Gilgal multiply transgression! Bring your sacrifices every morning, Your tithes every three days. “Offer a thank offering also from that which is leavened, and proclaim freewill offerings, make them known. For so you love to do, you sons of Israel,” Declares the Lord GOD.”  This is a reference Ch 3:14 and 1 Kings 12 in their grabbing and worshipping the horns of the Altar where the calves stood. Evil King Jeroboam I created two golden calves and placed them on the Altar in Bethel to provide an easy alternate worship for the 10 tribes of Israel and prevent them from proper worship in Jerusalem.  He was afraid of losing His kingdom. 
	“For on the day that I punish Israel’s transgressions, I will also punish the altars of Bethel; The horns of the altar will be cut off and they will fall to the ground.
Well, Israel, of course, had no inward reality, and therefore God is coming to judge. And it’s not as though he has not been trying to bring them back because in verses 6-11, he has been using a whole series of ‘wake-up’ calls to get them to return to him.
We read in verse 6 that he sent a famine (that should have reminded the believers, shouldn’t it?)
Verse 7 – He held back the rain – he caused it to fall in one place but not in another.
Verse 9 – He struck down their business.
Verse 10 – He sent plagues – they should have been saying to themselves at that point – why would we be getting plagues, don’t plagues go to Egypt?
Verse 11 – He scorched their towns – and again they might have said to themselves, I thought this has what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah, but now it’s happening to us.
And now since Israel is not coming back to God, God is coming to Israel, and He’s coming to visit them, and he’s coming to visit them seriously. And verse 12 is maybe the most famous verse in the Book of Amos which says, “Prepare to meet your God”.
These Amos verses are painting a wonderful God who won’t settle for spiritual deadness in His people. I am so thankful for this. 

Even so, He still offers them mercy and a hope if they respond after hearing the judgement. This shows His unfailing love for His people and that we serve a God of second and third chances, but we should not try His patience (Hebrews 10 – do not insult the spirit of His favor.) His desire is that we all will come into a deep intimate relationship with Him and cherish and protect that relationship above all others. 

· How does God see us today? As someone walking with and in Him?
·  Are we a man or woman who He would call as a person after His own heart (like David)?
· Are we listening to Him and His conviction?  Or does He have to wake us up with extreme measures like He did with the Israelites?
· Are we heeding Jesus’ and Amos’ warning about the deceitfulness of worldly wealth accumulation? Scripture tells us we cannot worship God and money. 

Chapter 5 – The Theme is: Seek the Lord and Live. Verse 6
The first point chapter 5 God’s Heartfelt Appeal. Look at verses 1 & 2. This is what Amos does because the people are looking so bleak, and the situation is so bad he begins a Funeral Hymn.
“Hear this word, O house of Israel, this lament I take up concerning you: Fallen is Virgin Israel, never to rise again, deserted in her land with no one to life her up.”
 In verse 3, he announces that the people who are 1000 are going to turn to be 100 and the people if they are 100 is going to be 10 – in other words, the tragedy is that 90% of Israel is going to be removed.
We know within 40 years 90% of Israel was removed. The Assyrians came to do the will of God, and of course, the Assyrians may have assumed that the God of Israel was powerless and that they were powerful. Maybe Israel even wondered whether God was powerless, and Assyria was too powerful, but God was not powerless at all – God was just keeping his promises.
Today, amidst the worldwide church’s growth, we see the church in the West shrink. As it is shrinking, the world may look on the shrinking church and think. The shrinking church may be a very powerful God at work sifting his church – looking on a relatively faithless church in the West and examining it powerfully. Maybe the church in the West needs to take the message of Amos seriously which is to return as individuals and as a local church to the living God and not play a distant game of Church.
Now the solution is set out in verses 4-6 where God says, “Seek Me”. Don’t seek the religious places – Bethel, Gilgal or Beersheba which were very famous sites for the believers of the Old Testament. Don’t go through the façade of going on your pilgrimages to these places – seek me.
Verses 7-10 – you may turn good into bad; you may turn good things into bad things, but I (verse 8) control the planet, says God, I run the seas, I destroy cities, and I am not the sort of God you should mess with. So, God can love his people like a spouse, but he’s also infinitely powerful.
In verse 11 he says – you who seek your plenty, but you don’t care who you trample and you who ride over people (verse 12) causing (verse 13) people to be terrified to speak. Those of you who are committed to injustice and intimidation, says God, you’ve only got one hopeful future and that is (verse 14) if you return to me, seek good not evil, hate evil not good. That’s your only hope and perhaps (verse 15) God will have mercy and if not (verse 16) there’s just going to be the wailing of a funeral.
I don’t know if we realize how powerful our hearts are. I sometimes think the human heart is the most powerful thing in all creation because you and I have the ability to steel our hearts (suppress our feelings) to the position where we will not have anybody anywhere at any time stop us from doing what we want to do – we are capable of that kind of resolve. 
But we are also capable of surrendering our heart to the living God and finding that He uses us and blesses widely in ways that we could never even imagine.
One of the strangest aspects of the heart is that it can sort of treat God like dirt and then just insanely expect that everything will be fine.  We take Him for granted and think even though we have trampled on Him, pulled away from an intimate relationship with Him and then when we need something from Him, we expect Him to act for us.  How can we think our relationship with Him is fine and we are safe with that kind of attitude?
And Amos says in chapter 5 verse 18, this is a delusion. Don’t imagine that coming face to face with the Lord is going to be fun if you are at war with him, or if there’s no transformation in your life and be careful if you think you are safe with God making no effort to truly seek and worship Him and then hypocritically say, I can’t wait for His return, so I can escape this world and go to heaven. It seems God is saying in verse 18 be careful what you hope for, because you may get it, or it be something you really don’t want. 
Justice… On Day 19 of our companion study on Amos, the author shares a quote by Martin Luther King: “Justice is not meant to be something that you turn your mind to for one hour a week. It is meant to be continuous, always rolling over, never fading.”
“Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, for what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and not light.”
It will be like running to meet a bear (verse 19)
Or suddenly coming face to face with a snake (verse 19)
Or meeting the darkness (verse 20).
Now Amos was talking about the coming of the Messiah, which they claim they were looking forward to. Similarly, many people today assume that when they come face to face with God, it will be all rosy, when it could be terrible. One of the ways we can test ourselves is to work out whether it’s going to be a joyful thing to come face to face with the living God is to ask yourself – do I in the present like getting near to God or do I prefer wherever possible to slip away and be myself?
And religion is not the solution (verse 21) – these are very shocking verses, aren’t they? Where the Lord says, I hate the religion that you are doing at the moment –
“I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. I hate your sacrifices and your feasts.
Imagine somebody standing up the front today and saying:
I speak to you in the name of God, I hate this service –
I hate your Communion Services –
I hate your Worship Services –
I hate your prayer meetings –
I hate your bible studies -
But God is saying it here!  He says, I hate it when it’s only pretense!  What I want is that you have real, humble and contrite hearts engaging with Me (verse 24). That you would have righteousness flow in and through you like an ever-flowing stream. 
But, no, this is not what they offer Him - see His question (verse 25) “Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings O Israel when you wanted in the desert”? And the people would say ‘well of course we did, we brought you sacrifices on a regular basis.  I think the question by God behind the question here is: “Is that all that you brought me?” Did you bring yourself? Did you bring your heart? Or did you just bring a sacrifice?
Then He says because you did not seek me House of Israel, you sought idols like Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your images, the star of your gods which you made for yourselves “.  As a result, He says, I will make you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.
What do we offer Him today?
· A hypocritical heart? 
· A self-seeking or entitled attitude?  
· Do we seek and love Him on His terms or on our terms?  
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