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The primary themes of this book are exhortation and encouragement – first, a call to repentance and second, God’s encouragement.  

The name Zechariah means “The LORD Remembers,” and is a fitting name for a prophet of restoration. This prophet was called to encourage and mobilize God’s people to accomplish a task that they had begun yet lost the momentum for completion. He worked with others, notably Haggai, Zerubbabel, and Ezra. He warned them of the consequences of neglecting God’s work, and he emphasized that God wants to do a work through His people.

The Prophet Zechariah had 8 visions all in one night. Even though many say they were dreams, they were not! 

· They were visions while Zechariah was awake. See 4:1 (Then the angel who was speaking with me returned and roused me, as a man who is awakened from his sleep. He said to me, “What do you see? – present tense see).

Today we will review the first two visions from two weeks ago and look at the next two visions. Please remember, that true visions from God will direct people to a closer walk with Him, confirm His word and plan for our lives and His direction in the Spirit.  It isn’t just about the signs and wonders; it must have a kingdom purpose! 

Vision 1 - Man among the Myrtle Tree – Kingdom Purpose:  We must focus on building the house of God in us!  

Verse 8 “a man was riding on a red horse, and he was standing among the myrtle trees which were in the ravine, with red, sorrel and white horses behind him. Then I said, “My lord, what are these?” And the angel who was speaking with me said to me, “I will show you what these are.” And the man who was standing among the myrtle trees answered and said, “These are those whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.” So, they answered the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees and said, “We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth is peaceful and quiet.”

· Red, sorrel, and white: Bible commentators debate the meaning of these colors. Connecting them with the four horsemen of Revelation 6:1-8 doesn’t seem to work, because these seem to be observers and not messengers of judgment as in Revelation 6. 

Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth—If "Satan walks to and fro in the earth" (implying restless activity) on errands of mischief to God's people (Job 1:7), the Lord sends other angels to "walk to and fro" with unceasing activity everywhere to counterwork Satan's designs, and to defend His people (Ps 34:7; 91:11; 103:20, 21; Heb 1:14).

Verse 16: “Therefore thus says the LORD, “I will return to Jerusalem with compassion; My house will be built in it,” declares the LORD of hosts, “and a measuring line will be stretched over Jerusalem.”’ Again, proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “My cities will again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.”’”

· The house that is being built is referring to the natural temple of Jerusalem that was rebuilt only a few years later (416 BC) as well as in us (the spiritual temple) where Jesus and the Father dwell in us when we except Jesus as our savior and are completely obedient to Him.  

Vision 2 - The vision of the four horns and four craftsmen. Kingdom message:  We must trust in God to handle our battles.  He knows best and as we ask Him in prayer to give us knowledge and wisdom about how to handle those that come against us, He will give it to us. He will defend us and is a God of Justice. 

Zechariah 1:18-19) - Four horns represent the nations that scattered God’s people. 
“Then I raised my eyes and looked, and there were four horns. And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are these?” So, he answered me, “These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”

· There were four horns: In Biblical times horns spoke of strength and authority, because the power of a bull or an ox is expressed through its horns. - "the horns" would be made of iron. 

Zechariah 1:20-21 - God announces judgment against the nations that scatter His people.

Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen. And I said, “What are these coming to do?” So, he said, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one could lift up his head; but the craftsmen are coming to terrify them, to cast out the horns of the nations that lifted up their horn against the land of Judah to scatter it.”

· Four craftsmen; Represent those that God used to overthrow the power of hostility to the Church. Their number is the same as that of the "horns," showing sufficiency to complete their task. Scholars will debate that it is Zerubbabel, Joshua, Ezra, and Nehemiah; or Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Cambyses, and Alexander the Great;  Their identity isn’t an important part of the message.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Vision 3 - The man with the measuring-line.  Kingdom Purpose:  We serve a God of Justice and Salvation.  For those of us that seek Him with our whole heart, He will have an intimate relationship with us.

Zech 2:1-5 God’s Favor to Zion – “Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man with a measuring line in his hand. So, I said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see how wide it is and how long it is.” And behold, the angel who was speaking with me was going out, and another angel was coming out to meet him, and said to him, “Run, speak to that young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls because of the multitude of men and cattle within it. For I,’ declares the LORD, ‘will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.’ “Man with a measuring-line—the same image to represent the same future fact as in Eze 40:3; 41, 42. The "man" is Messiah (see on Zec 1:8), who, by measuring Jerusalem, is denoted as the Author of its coming restoration.”

· We also should be encouraged in His future restoration when Jesus returns to rule!

· This prophecy had a short-term fulfillment in God’s protection of the rebuilding work and blessing of the city under Ezra and Nehemiah. But clearly, its ultimate fulfillment will be rebuilding under the rule of the Messiah.

1. Sadly, most of the exiles were comfortable in Babylon and refused to endure the challenge to build a work of God.

· Are we too comfortable today to hear God and do His work? Remember the saying “Contentment leads to Compliancy”?

2. Escape, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon: Throughout the Bible Babylon is used as an idea as well as a literal city. If Jerusalem carried the idea of “God’s city” then Babylon carries the idea of the city of the world. Zechariah’s call to come out of Babylon is both literally and figuratively.  

· It is a prophetic message also – Revelation 18:4 - I heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues; for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. Pay her back even as she has paid and give back to her double according to her deeds.
· We must not partner with the ways of the World!  We must come out of her and seek and be yoked with Jesus!

3. Reasons for rejoicing - Zechariah 2:8-9) - God promises to protect His precious people.

For thus says the LORD of hosts: “He sent Me after glory, to the nations which plunder you; for he who touches you touches the apple of His eye. “For surely, I will shake My hand against them, and they shall become spoil for their servants. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me.”
a. 	He who touches you touches the apple of His eye: The phrase “apple of His eye” was used to describe something precious, easily injured, and demanding protection.
b. 	They shall become spoil for their servants: God promises that those who enslaved the people of God would become spoil for the restored people of God. The enslavers would become enslaved. This will be ultimately fulfilled in the millennial reign of Jesus.

· Do we rejoice always with what He has done for us? His saving grace, His protection, His Justice, His guidance, and to experience His great Joy as He lives in us!

9. Zechariah 2:10-13 - The promise of the presence of the LORD.

“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming, and I will dwell in your midst,” says the LORD. “Many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and they shall become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. “And the LORD will take possession of Judah as His inheritance in the Holy Land and will again choose Jerusalem. Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!”

a. Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: God didn’t expect His people to be passive or reserved in view of such dramatic promises. He expected them to sing and rejoice.
b. I am coming and will dwell in your midst: God’s people should be excited because He would be among them in a unique and powerful way.
c. Many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day: God’s people should be excited because God would bring many into His Kingdom. 

Vision 4:  Joshua the High Priest. Kingdom Purpose: We must confess, repent, and live as the righteousness of God to remain in His Holy presence and authority as part of His Royal Priesthood. 

Chapter 3 “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel. He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” Again, he said to him, “See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes.” Then I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” 

And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing here.”

In this Vision # Four, the High Priesthood is reestablished (3:1-10)
In the previous three visions the prophet moved from a valley outside the city of Jerusalem (1:8) to a vantage point from which the city’s dimensions could be measured. The next two visions deal with Israel’s moral condition and her standing before God. It is therefore appropriate that they bring Zechariah into the temple courts, the domain of the high priest. In this capacity Joshua (Hag 1:1) represents the Jews in a courtroom setting. 

The Lord rebukes their enemy who seeks to destroy them. Then Satan disappears from the scene without a word, not to be heard from again. 

But this vision goes deeper. Israel is rescued but is still impure; is saved, but still unclean. Joshua, the representative of the people, stands helpless in filthy rags before the judge, symbolic of the corporate guilt of the people.  Sin in v.4 is the word often translated “iniquity” ('āwôn), and it signifies the twisted disposition that always leads to offense and guilt. When the prophet witnesses the removal of this iniquity and realizes that Joshua’s filthy clothes are being replaced with “rich garments,” he cannot contain himself. 

For the first time, Zechariah becomes an active participant in the vision. He suggested a clean turban be added to Joshua’s attire to complete the picture of an acceptable high priest, one with special access to God (Ex 29:6).

· Are we participating in an active part of God’s plan? 
· Do we have a deep relationship with God and have special access to Him?

The vision closes with the angel’s recommissioning address to Joshua (vv.6-10). If the high priest meets the moral and ritual requirements, he will be given privileges that exceed those of the preexilic priests. He will have indisputable authority in the temple and its courts, and he will have direct approach to God’s presence among these standing here with access to God’s heavenly court instead of merely his earthly Holy of Holies (vv.6-7). In this, Joshua foreshadowed his greater namesake, Jesus (Heb 4:14-16).

1. Kingdom Purpose #1:  We must focus on building the house of God in us!  As we draw near to Him and be obedient to Christ, He will draw near to us, make His home in us.

2. Kingdom Purpose #2:  We must trust in God to handle our battles.  He will defend us and is a God of Justice. 

3. Kingdom Purpose #3: We serve a God of Justice and Salvation.  For those of us that seek Him with our whole heart, He will have an intimate relationship with us.

4. Kingdom Purpose #4:  We must confess, repent, and live as the righteousness of God to remain in His Holy presence and have authority as part of His Royal Priesthood. 
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