 06/29/24 – The Minor Prophet Amos
Mishpat (Justice) and Tsedaqah (right relationship)
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The theme of the book of Amos is the word of warning that God’s justice was coming. It was written primarily to the Northern 10 Tribes of Israel, but since he lived in Tekoa, which was a small town about 6 miles from Bethlehem and 11 miles from Jerusalem, his message was also for the 2 Southern tribes of Judah.

Amos wasn’t a man of the court like Isaiah or a priest like Jeremiah, rather he was a shepherd of the flock and farmer of sycamore-fig groves. Most of his ministry though was in Bethel, which was the main sanctuary where Israel worshipped.  Amos prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah over Judah (792-740 BC and Jeroboam II, king of Israel (793 – 753 BC). The main part of his ministry was about 760 BC. This overlapped the prophecies of Jonah over Nineveh (around 770-750 BC). 

In our 31-day YouVersion devotional on Amos: “Seek the Lord and Live”, the author says it is the first book of prophecy written down regarding Israel.  And right away in verse 2, God was portrayed as a roaring lion, which sets the tone of the whole book.  It is a message about breaking out of the complacency and unrighteousness.  This message is true for us today in that many Christians do not pursue or worship God with all their heart. They have become satisfied and comfortable in their relationship with God. Israel was one of the richest and strongest countries in that time, which is similar to the United States today.  Many Christians today also have become complacent, comfortable and spiritually sleepy or asleep.  Like the Israelites they worship many other Gods and God’s justice to them and us. 

1 Peter 1:17-21  “If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”

The dominant theme of the book of Amos is found in chapter 5:21- 24, where Amos is God’s spokesman of God’s justice and righteousness.  

“I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. “Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; And I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings. “Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps. “But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. “Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain offerings in the wilderness for forty years, O house of Israel? You also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your images, the star of your gods which you made for yourselves. Therefore, I will make you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.”

For a summary of the book- The Bible Project Video: https://www.bible.com/videos/25478-amos

Amos is sharing that justice was coming from God for the unfaithfulness, disobedience, and covenant-breaking actions and worship of His people. In Amos 4:6-11, Amos is prophesying that total destruction was coming, and that God would uproot his chosen people by the hands of a pagan nation.  But He still offered a conditional (prophetic) message that if they did repent that He would have mercy on them and that of a messianic message of the coming of Christ. It is a message of hope in hope in Christ. 

The Israelites were too consumed with their easy life and things were going really well and they forgot about God and did what pleased them.  It seems that it is more likely that we will seek God when we are going through trials, difficulties, and hard times instead of seeking Him the same when the going is good and easy. 

Another charge against Israel is that they couldn’t claim ignorance of what God asked of them, because they had and knew His word.  However, this is not only what God was judging them for, it was for the mistreatment of others. 

In closing, let’s reflect on questions at the end of the first 3 days of our YouVersion devotional:

1. When things are going easy and well, do you shrink God down to a convenient size for you?
2. In Romans 12:17-19 God says we are “not to repay evil for evil and not to avenge ourselves, but rather give place for wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine I will repay,” says the Lord.”  Have you praised God recently for how He is a just and fair God and how has mercy for those that love and obey him, but judges those that are wicked.  
3. Have you treated others in an ungodly or mean way this week?  Ask God to show you and let’s confess and repent today.  Let’s ask God to help us treat others in perfect love as He loves us. 
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